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1. Today is a celebration of the “minor” actors in salvation history.  
Micah—a minor prophet, from the countryside, understands 
God’s preference of working through people like him: the 
unnoted or disdained. 

2. What would be the basis for that?  Hebrews:  “Sacrifice and 
offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me.”   

3. The main thing we do is make ourselves available.  When we 
plan ahead of time what all we are going to do for God, we’ve 
got things backward. 

4 Jesus was not born into the priestly class (cf. John the Baptist) 
but into the working class where carpenters are found.  
Relativizes temple worship in favor of availability to God’s 
initiative. 

5. The most important religious activities take place on the 
highways and byways, where all people are invited to 
consecrate themselves, their own body and activity, to fulfill 
God’s will.  The little people, the masses, are in the center. 

6. Reference Mary and Elizabeth.  The local newscast did not 
cover their meeting.  Zechariah, the “highest ranking” person 
present, does not have a speaking part.  He can only observe in 
deferential silence. 

7. Elizabeth steps forward as the interpreter of the event:  She 
welcomes Mary and her unborn child with delight and intuits 
the meaning of what is unfolding: “Blessed are you who 



 

 

believed!”  Mary did not let her humble state disqualify her 
from embracing her role in salvation history. 

8. Equally astounding, Elizabeth cedes prominence to Mary; is the 
first to proclaim that Mary is the one who is bearing the one 
who saves.  No rivalry between the two children.  The one is 
called to announce the other. 

9. E.’s blessing acknowledges the cost involved:  Mary gives her 
life for the sake of God’s plan, not immediately in martyrdom, 
but by subordinating herself to his mission. 

10. Christmas as the feast of God who becomes small and 
dependent on the inconspicuous, “minor” actors of history.  
Being placed on the margins by people of influence is no barrier 
to God’s plan coming to fruition. 

11. Pope Francis’ call for a synodal church, a church of dialogue and 
encounter, takes after this divine initiative:  To truly discern 
God’s will, the little people must be involved and heard from.  
Pope Francis sees that as an important corrective to the 
clericalism that has developed a warped image of who we, the 
Church, are called to be. 

12. Most people who come to our parish have heard the Good 
News proclaimed to them by someone other than me.  Today’s 
Gospel offers to all who find themselves in that position—being 
the proclaimer of the Good News out in the world—the 
promise that God will not shy away from working through you, 
and the challenge to risk allowing that to happen. 
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13. We pray that the privileged will also accept that challenge and 
allow the truth of God’s design to come to fruition, even when 
it takes place outside of the traditional structures of the 
Church. 

14. Blessed are we when we allow God to fulfill his promises 
according to his own designs. 


